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I I international search (Rule 12.3 and 23. 1(b)) 
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pages* 
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received by this Authority on 
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1 Box No. V 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability, 




citations and explanations supporting such statement 






1 1. Statement 






1 


I Novelty (N) rui™ 




YES 1 




riaims 1-2 8 




NO 


1 Inventive step (IS) riaim^ 




YES 1 




riflims 1-2 8 




NO J 


Industrial applicability (1A) claims 1 _ 28 




YES 




Claims 




Vfo j 










2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 






I 1 • 


Claim 1 is not clear (PCT Article 6), for the 






following reasons : 








The expressions "so-called general 


scale" and "so- 






called detailed scale" are not clear (see also the 






PCT Guidelines, 5.34). 








Moreover, it should be noted that 


a detailed scale 






contrast and a general scale contrast can both 






provide proper protection against 


reproduction or 






can both be used to identify a document. 




2 . 


Reference is made to the following documents: 






Dl: WO-A-97 19820; 








D2: US-A-2003 0058491. 






1 3. 


The subject matter of claims 1-28 


is not novel 






(PCT Article 33 (2) ) . 








Claim 1: 








Dl describes (see, in particular, 


page 10, line 7 
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to page 11, line 7; figures 7-8) a security strip 
(1) for a document, which strip comprises a 
substrate having alternate generally metal-coated 
areas (reference sign 9, figure 7) and generally 
transparent areas (between reference signs 9 in 
figure 15) in the longitudinal direction thereof, 
such alternation providing a contrast at a so- 
called general scale, wherein said strip further 
comprises optically active elements (reference 
sign 6=8+ 10) in combination with said 
generally metal-coated and/or generally 
transparent areas of said strip for generating an 
optical effect at a so-called detailed scale in 
the document to be secured, said effect 
constituting a recognisable sign. 

Dl could also be construed as follows: alternate 
generally metal-coated areas (reference sign 8 in 
figure 7) and generally transparent areas (between 
reference signs 8 in figure 10) and optically 
i active elements (reference sign 7=9+ 15) . 

The subject matter of claim 1 is also known from 
D2 (see, in particular, page 4, §38 to page 5, 
§44; page 5, §52; figure 5C; generally metal- 
coated areas 50, generally transparent areas: the 
breaks in 50; optically active elements 20) . 



Claims 2-28: 

The subject matter of claims 2-28 is known from Dl 
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or D2 . 
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